


SCRAP THE 
BIN TAX

Caroline Spelman, the Shadow 
Secretary of State for Local 
Government, has said that 
bin taxes are now ‘dead in the 
water’ and should be scrapped 
completely.

The Government had planned to 
pilot the taxes in � ve councils, before 
introducing them across the country 
without a vote in Parliament. The new 
scheme could have seen residents 
charged for every sack of rubbish they 
threw away, or had microchips � tted in 
their wheelie bins.

But, in a snub to Gordon Brown, 
Labour’s Environment Minister has been 
forced to admit that no local authorities 
have expressed an interest in running 
the scheme.

‘The bin tax laws should now be 
repealed and taken o�  the statute 
book,’ says Caroline Spelman. ‘These 
unpopular new taxes would harm the 
environment by fuelling � y-tipping and 
backyard burning, and increase tax bills 
for struggling families.’

Ken Maddock, Leader of the 
Conservatives on Somerset County 
Council, said, “This was a barmy idea 
right from the start. Local councils 
will have nothing to do with it. It just 
shows how out of touch the Labour 
government is. They are forever trying 
to micro manage from London what is 
best left to local people.”

CAROL WILL MAKE SURE 
TORY PLANS ADD UP

Former Countdown star and maths 
whizz Carol Vorderman is helping 
the Conservatives draw up plans to 
make maths teaching in Britain’s state 
schools as good as anywhere else in 
the world.

Under Labour, more than 3.5 million 
children have left school without at least a 
C grade in GCSE maths – and nearly half of 
all eleven-year-olds leave primary school 
without basic numeracy skills.

This, stresses David Cameron, has to 
change.

‘Basic numeracy is not a nice-to-have, it’s 
a must-have,’ he said. ‘From checking your 
bank balance, to doing the weekly shop 
or making the most of the sales, being 
able to add, subtract, multiply and divide 
is something we rely on often without 
thinking about it.’

He hailed Carol, who left the hit Channel 
4 show after 26 years last December, 
as the ‘perfect choice’ to lead his party’s 
Maths Taskforce: ‘She’s a well-respected 
public � gure who not only knows maths 
inside out, but also how to extend that 
knowledge to a wider audience in an 
inspirational way,’ he said.

www.somersetconservatives.co.uk

Somerset’s pavements are the worst 
in the west – that’s o�  cial.

Conservatives have reacted with shock 
after seeing the latest performance 
� gures showing that Lib Dem Somerset’s 
pavements are the worst in the south-west.

A recent report from the Chartered Society 
of Physiotherapy (CSP) collated the Audit 
Commission data, which showed that 
the condition of Somerset’s pavements 
is almost twice as bad as the national 
average, and bottom of the list for south-
west councils.

Ken Maddock, Somerset County Council’s 
Conservative Group Leader, commented on 
the report by the CSP and the performance 
data. He said, “Every day, thousands of 
Somerset residents are having to take their 

SOMERSET 
FALLING DOWN 
THE CRACKS

lives into their own hands just by walking 
down the street. I am appalled to see that 
almost half of all footways in the county are 
in need of repair. This needs action before 
any more residents injure themselves.”

He added, “We must get into this right 
away. If we leave it, it will only end up 
costing more in the long-run. There will 
be more injuries, more claims against the 
Council, and more misery for local people. 
We deserve better.”

SOMERSET POTHOLES WALL OF SHAME
Lib Dems have cut the road repairs 

budget by £1.25 million. Would you like to 
nominate the worst pothole in your area? 
Please email us on:
somersetpotholes@live.co.uk

www.somersetconservatives.co.uk

When you talk to Yeovil residents their 
range of problems are numerous.

But there is one concern that comes 
through loud and strong - Yeovil has been 
forgotten by our County Council and the 
Government.

Yeovil does not get its fair share of the 
money the County Council spends and 
certainly appears to get nothing from the 
Government. Our Lib Dem MP is ignored 
at Westminster and our local Councillors 
are ignored at County Hall - even though 
Somerset Lib Dems run County Hall.

But politics is changing. Our country is 
looking at what the Conservatives might 
o� er them. Yeovil needs to be at the centre 
of this new world so you can get better 
investment in what matters to you. For that 
to happen you need to have Yeovil people 
vote Conservative and bring about change at 
County Hall and in Westminster.

So, you might have not voted Conservative 
before, or might not have done so for a long 
time, but if we are to make Yeovil better then 
it is only the Conservatives that can bring 
about the change you need.

It’s clear this is an issue of personal 
importance to Carol – who was raised 
on free school meals and hand-me-down 
clothes, and who won a place to study at 
Cambridge.

CRITICALLY IMPORTANT

‘Maths is critically important to the future 
of this country,’ she says, ‘but Britain 
is falling behind the best performing 
countries. As a single parent of two 
children, and as a school governor, this 
concerns me greatly.

‘If our children are to get the best jobs in 
the future and Britain is to emerge stronger 
from the recession we have little choice 
but to sort maths out now.’

As part of her work for the taskforce, 
Carol will examine methods used to teach 
maths in other countries, whether tests 
in Britain are tough enough, and how to 
break the culture of ‘maths fear’.

TELL CAROL YOUR VIEWS
Send her an email at carol@
mathstaskforce.com and let her know what 
you think can be done to raise standards.

FORGOTTEN YEOVIL

Conservative county council candidate Colin 
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16 years of Lib Dem rule in Somerset - it’s time for a change 

S
te

ve
 B

ac
k

YOUR CHOICE AT THIS ELECTION
CONSERVATIVES 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
IN SOMERSET

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 
LETTING DOWN 
SOMERSET

TAX FREEZE
Conservatives will freeze Council Tax.

TAX HIKES
Council Tax has more than doubled in the last 12 
years under the Lib Dems, even though they now 
receive 3 times more money from the Government 
than they did 12 years ago.

REDUCE BORROWING
Conservatives will reduce the amount of borrowing 
and return to prudence.

SPEND, SPEND, SPEND
Lib Dems have run Somerset’s reserves right down 
and have trebled borrowing to fund their crazy 
schemes.

NO SPECULATING
Conservatives will not take risks with public 
money - if something sounds too good to be true, 
it probably is.

GAMBLE
Lib Dems have lost £25 million in Icelandic banks.

POTHOLE CAMPAIGN
Conservatives will mend holes in the road - not just 
signpost them.

ROAD TO RUIN
Lib Dems have a huge backlog of road repairs. 
They have scrapped the catch-up budget. Our pot-
holes may never be repaired.

FLOODING
Conservatives will take measures to reduce and 
control � ooding in Somerset, putting public safety 
� rst.

FLOODING
2008 was the worst year for � ooding in Somerset 
for ages, yet the Lib Dems have slashed the budget 
for drains maintenance.

LOCAL
Conservatives will keep local councils and devolve 
more money and power to local people.

DOUBLE STANDARDS
Lib Dems tried to abolish all the main councils in 
Somerset - how can they stand for a Council they 
want to abolish?

PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST
Conservatives will not abandon the vulnerable and 
disadvantaged, and will put local people’s needs 
and interests � rst.

INSENSITIVE
Lib Dems scrapped the old Meals-on-Wheels service 
for the elderly, yet Councillors still get free meals.

THE SPIRALLING 
COSTS OF 16 YEARS 
OF LIB DEMS

The Lib Dems have run Somerset 
for the past 16 years. When they took 
over Somerset the debt � gure was 
£15.9m. Today it is £316m. In other 
words it has increased 20-fold in the 
last 16 years.

It has also more that tripled since 
2002, and more than doubled since 
2003. Compare that to our neighbours in 
Conservative run Dorset where the debt 
is £143.8m, less than half the debt of 
Somerset. So we have a debt of £1,500 
per household. Yet the Lib Dems spent 
£250,000 on publicising themselves while 
cutting essential budgets. It’s not much 
comfort to motorists juddering from one 
pot-hole to another that they can look out 
of their car window and see a poster telling 
them just how great a job the Lib Dems 
think they are doing.

By Kevin Davis (Prospective MP for Yeovil)
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